July Meeting
Round-up

On Saturday July 17th Ring
96 made its triumphant
return to the Senior
Community Center where we
have been meeting for years.
With the pandemic hopefully
winding down, hopefully we
will be able to continue to
meet in person.

To celebrate our return, we
had a live lecture from the
world-renowned magician
Gregory Wilson.

Gregory opened with a
routine called “Chip on the
shoulder.” This was a sucker
routine where a volunteer
repeated found a poker chip
appearing on his shoulder.
The chip in question
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eventually ended up in a coin
purse, but made several more
appearances on the victim’s
shoulder before the routine
was done.

“Be so far ahead of the game,
they don’t even know the
game is being played.”
Michael Weber.

The second effect was a ball
point pen that had a lid on it,
but the lid and the point kept
switching sides. While this
was going on the “chip” made
several more appearances on
the volunteer’s shoulder.

Next Gregory performed “Holy
Smoke.” Here he pantomimes
smoking a cigarette, and
occasionally a joint.
Amazingly, though there was
no cigarette, he still blew
smoke out of his mouth!

“Poker Deck 2.0” is a nice
quick effect in which a small
fan of cards is shown on both
sides. One side is Blue
backed and the other is blank
faced. Once a spectator
describes what they saw, the
deck changes to a red backed
royal flush.

Gregory demonstrated his
“Split Focus” routine. Here we
start out with several coins, but
they vanish first one then the
rest. This routine uses some
nice moves and hold outs
hidden in play.

After that was “Sticks and
Stones.” In this routine a thin
stick is used as a wand, while
a stone is moved around,
vanished and returned. At one
point the wand even
penetrates the stone. This one
was a jaw dropper.
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“If you can’t hide it... highlight
it!” Gregory Wilson.

Next up was “Fast Change.” A
volunteer guesses how much
change he had in his pocket.
Turned out to be spot on cor-
rect.

Gregory did “Foreign Affair” for
us. A dollar bill is folded up. At
each fold it appears to be a bill
for a different country. When
the bill is unfolded it is not a 100
-dollar bill. After producing the
100-dollar bill, it is rolled up into
a tube, and a thumb tip is pro-
duced. We were informed that
the company that makes a com-
mon high quality thumb time is
called Ver-Net. It is not French
and should not be pronounced
with a French accent.

Next a wooden stirring stick was
placed into a paper Starbuck’s
pastry bag. The stick was heard
to be snapped repeatedly, but
was produced whole by a spec-
tator who tore the bag open and
saw only the unbroken stick.
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The next routine was called
“Magic Ace Card.” Six cards are
shown. The backs are black and
have a large white letter on each
one. Taken together they spell
‘Casino.” 0Oddly they can be
rearranged to spell “is a con.”
The other side of the cards had
numbers on them, lots of them
and it was a “find your number”
effect.

Gregory showed us how to spin a
card box with a deck inside on
the tip of your finger. This is
called “Revolution.” He did a
series of control moves and
showed us how to do them
ourselves.

He performed several parts of his
classic routine “Ring Leader.”
This is an on and off again ring on
rope routine that got a huge
reaction.

Nichae Noder

The lecture ended with a Rubik’s
cube routine. Gregory made a
point of saying he cannot solve a
Rubik’s cube and does not want
to know how to do it. Instead, he
wound up matching the
volunteer’s cube with his own
after the volunteer scrambled it

up. After that he solved the cube
by “Shaking it in his hand.”

The lecture ran long, but | think
that many of our members were
hungry for live lectures after
almost two years of zoom.
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Ring is only as strong as
our membership and we

took a good hit over the Ring 96 Officers' Contact Info
enforced pandemic
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Welcome back Ring 96...

Now lets get to the
magic!
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Join us August 21st at 7 pm
3333 Saint Cloud Drive
in Seal Beach
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Featuring

Brent Walske

Brent
Walske

Original Magic & Mentalism!

Including...

Mind Boat &
Telepathic Taste Buds

Ken Sands has been Brent Walske has

A professional a long reputation as

Magician for 35 years,

] o RS v an originator and

magic shop for 21. |creator of. magic effects.




